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This little beetle is very familiar to
tobacco farmers as one of their
major pest problems. For the rest of
us, it would have been better
named “the beetle that eats
everything”. The cigarette beetle is
sort of a universal pest. It’s a stored
product pest, or “pantry pest” if
you're used to the older
terminology. But the list of pantry
items that it will feed on is huge
and ranges from the usual cereals
and grains, to flour and meal, to
dried fruits, to spices- and includes
any food products made from these

items.

Then there are the other things it
feeds on that don’t really fall into
the category of pantry foods such
as dried tobacco, cigars, and
cigarettes, bird seed, fish food, dry
pet food, fish meal, drugs, rodent
bait, and dried plants, including
dried flower arrangements. If it's
organic- made of either plant or
animal material- the cigarette
beetle could be infesting it. Larvae
damage

and wooden

will occasionally even
woollens, books,
products as they search for food or
a place to pupate.

The cigarette beetle looks very
much like the drugstore beetle and
has essentially the same habits. It
may not be important for you to tell
the difference between the two
unless you are using pheromone
traps. Each beetle responds only to
its own pheromone. Adult cigarette
beetles are brown, oval, and about
2.5t0 3.0 mm long. Its head is bent
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downward and is not visible from
above. The larvae are C-shaped and
look like miniature white grubs.
Both the adults and the larvae are
covered with fine golden hairs.

Cigarette beetles are active in the
evening and fly to lights and
windows. They can also be found
flying in circles over food source.
They often “play dead” briefly if
touched. The larvae are quite active
and can easily chew through
packaging to get to foods inside.
Once adult beetles emerge inside
the food preduct, they will also
chew holes in the package to get

out.

As with any stored product pest,
finding and removing the infested

product is 90% of the control
process. But dont stop when
you've found the first infested
product. Because the cigarette
beetle can feed on so many
different things, vyou’ll need to

check every possible source.
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Struggling to complete your pest
control correspondence NQF level
4 course? Even if you have only
completed 1 or 2 modules, why not
contact us?

WE NOW HAVE CREDIT CARD
FACILITIES AVAILABLE IF YOU WANT
TO PAY FOR YOUR TRAINING ON
EXTENDED CREDIT OVER 6/12/24
MONTHS

29 Hazelwood Rd Hazelwood | Pretoria, Gauteng Phone: 0861999900 | Fax: 0123467453

Professional Services Offered:

training of pest control operators |practical assessments of pest control operators | mentoring of pest control operators |
supervision of trainee pest control operators | pest control helpline | pest identification service | food safety i HACCP training and
auditing |[food safety / PRP registers | ISPM 15 training and certification | green pest management / control| pest management
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