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GENERAL PEST CONTROL
PROGRAM

26-28 NOVEMBER 2014

CAPE TOWN

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN

GENERAL PEST CONTROL
PROGRAM

8-10 DECEMBER 2014

PRETORIA

Upcoming Courses

ALL COURSES ON NQF
LEVEL 4 NOT NQF LEVEL 2

GENERAL PEST CONTROL PROGRAM
8-10 DECEMBER 2014 PRETORIA
12-14 JANUARY 2015 PRETORIA
9-11 FEBRUARY 2015 PRETORIA

16-18 FEBRUARY 2015 CAPE TOWN
9-11 MARCH 2015 PRETORIA
23-25 MARCH 2015 DURBAN

WEED CONTROL
19-21 JANUARY 2015 PRETORIA
23-25 FEBRUARY 2015 PRETORIA
7-9 APRIL 2015 PRETORIA

TERMITES & WOOD DESTROYING
ORGANISMS

2-4 FEBRUARY 2015 PRETORIA
18-20 FEBFUARY 2015 CAPE TOWN
16-18 MARCH 2015 PRETORIA

FUMIGATION
2-4 MARCH 2015 PRETORIA
4-6 MAY 2015 PRETORIA

PLANT PEST & DISEASES
19-21 JANUARY 2015 PRETORIA
23-25 FEBRUARY 2015 PRETORIA
7-9 APRIL 2015 PRETORIA

WOOD PRESERVATION OF UTILITY POLES

People think that pressure-treated
wood is protected from termites and
decay, so they can use it with
abandon. While that might be true in
the short term, even pressure-treated
wood 1s susceptible to termites in the
long term.

Can termites feed on pressure
treated

wood?

wood over a period of 7-10 years.
The outer 20em of the wood seems to
refain its protection, while the inner
wood becomes vulnerable. If there is
any kind of crack or hole where
termites can bypass the still protected
outer surface and enter the inner
wood, all bets are off. Termites will

Pressure-treated wood is wood that
has had a chemical preservative
forced into the pores by vacuum-
pressure to form a barrier that resists
decay and wood-eating insects like

termites and carpenter ants. Wood
preservatives  penetrate  sapwood
easier than heartwood, so woods with
a higher percentage of sapwood are
used most often.

Treated woods are rated for different
uses based on both the penetration
and the expected retention of the
preservative. Most treated wood that
is 38 em or less in thickness is rated
for above-ground uses and does not
last as long when there is soil contact.
Building codes may require that
pressure-treated lumber be used in
construction  for  below-ground
installations and wherever wood will
be touching soil. It is commonly used
for decking, fence posts, mailbox or
light posts, trellises, and gazebos.

The protection doesn’t last forever.
The preservative chemicals in the
treated wood slowly leach out of the

also build mud tubes over the surface
of pressure-treated wood to reach
untreated wood.

Part of the problem is that when
pressure-treated wood 1s used in
construction, there will be new cut
wood ends, as well as new notches
and drill holes that are not protected
by the surface preservative. This
newly exposed wood is supposed to
be treated with preservative onsite by
the contractor or homeowner. Of
course, this rarely happens.

Termites will eat pressure-treated
wood if the wood is old enough that
it has lost some of its protection. If
they can find an untreated edge, if the
wood stays damp enough for long
enough and starts to rot, or if there is
no other wood available.

The bottom line? Any wood, pressure
-treated or not, that is directly in
contact with soil will likely rot
eventually and become susceptible to
termite and carpenter ant attack.



2-4 FEBRUARY 2015 PRETORIA
18-20 FEBFUARY 2014 CAPE TOWN
16-18 MARCH 2015 PRETORIA
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Struggling to complete your
pest control correspondence
NQF level 4 course? Even if
you have only completed 1
or 2 modules, why not
contact us?

To download a printable
version of this newsletter—
click here.

WE NOW HAVE CREDIT CARD FACILITIES AVAILABLE IF
YOU WANT TO PAY FOR YOUR TRAINING ON
EXTENDED CREDIT OVER 6/12/24 MONTHS

29 Hazelwood Rd Hazelwood | Pretoria, Gauteng Phone: 0861999900 | Fax: 0123467453

Professional Services Offered:

training of pest control operators |practical assessments of pest control operators | mentoring of pest control operators |
supervision of trainee pest control operators | pest control helpline | pest identification service | food safety / HACCP training and
auditing [food safety /| PRP registers | ISPM 15 training and certification | green pest management / control| pest management

operations manuals
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