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WILL THEY RE-INFEST
Wood-Infesting Beetles that can keep on going
Most wood-boring insects in construction wood will not re-infest wood in the structure once they
emerge. These insects include ambrosia beetles and bark beetles. These insects or their eggs are often
already in the wood before it is processed. In general, beetles that attack newly cut or unseasoned wood
will not re-infest wood in a home. By the time they emerge as adults (usually 1-2 years later), the wood
has become too dry for new larvae to survive. While these borers do not pose an ongoing threat, other
wood borers can re-infest wood under certain conditions. These re-infesting beetles (listed below)
prefer wood that is in the process of drying or has already dried.
In general, the potential for reinfestation of a home or other
building depends on the age and
type of wood, the moisture content
of the wood, and whether the wood
is bare or painted, pressure-treated,
sealed or stained. Even those
beetles that re-infest seasoned
wood still require minimum wood
moisture content. For this reason,
re-infestations and damage are
usually greatest in the damper or
unheated parts of a structure. Many
populations die out naturally due to
low numbers of beetles, low wood
moisture or other factors.
When re-infestation does occur,
populations normally increase slowly and it usually takes several years of re-infestation before beetles
and damage become obvious. Since many of these beetles tend to lay eggs in the same wood from
which they emerged, significant damage can occur to that wood after years of re-infestation. However,
if a building is centrally heated, has adequate ventilation, had no moisture problems, and is not closed
up for long periods, the potential for successful re-infestation of wood-infesting beetles is low.
These are the primary wood-boring beetles that are capable of re-infesting:
Lyctid powderpost beetle- Lyctids attack new and old hardwoods. They can continue to reinfest
seasoned wood if it has a wood moisture content of at least 8%.
Anobiid beetle- Anobiids attack new and old softwoods and hardwoods. They can re-infest seasoned
wood if the right environmental conditions exist. Because anobiids require a wood moisture content of
13-30%, infestations usually occur in poorly heated or poorly ventilated crawl spaces.
Italian beetle- Old house borers attack new and old softwoods, primarily pine. This beetle usually
attacks wood less than 10 years old but will re-infest older wood unless it is very dry.
Cryptotermes Brevis (West Indian Dry wood Termite)- This Dry wood termite infests timber in the same
way as other wood boring beetles and will often re-infest the same timber or structure every year
during the swarming season.
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